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 ASCRIBE PRAISE 

Every Sunday … all over the world … a minor miracle happens. Millions of people leave the comforts of their 

homes and make their way to simple huts and grand cathedrals to worship God.  It’s a minor miracle because 

they could have easily done something different with their time. But they didn’t. They chose, instead, to make 

time to attend worship because they know of all the things a person can do, the worship of God is paramount. 

Forty six years ago, author Gordon Dahl published a little book titled, Play and Worship in a Leisure-Oriented 

Society. It was not a best seller. Several years ago according to Amazon.com, Dahl’s book was 1,261,591 on 

their sales list. That means there are 1,261,590 books that sold more copies. Hardly a striking tribute. But Dahl’s 

thesis is insightful and accurate: Americans have difficulty distinguishing between work, play and worship. Many 

people – he says – worship our work, work at our play and play at our worship. We play at worship the instant we 

think to ourselves or say to someone else, “I didn’t get anything out of the worship service” or “The service didn’t 

do anything for me.”  That’s playing at worship because when we think this, we’ve brought a consumer 

perspective to worship. But worship is not about what’s in it for us, but what we bring to God. According to Jesus, 

worship is to be in spirit and in truth. That’s what we bring to God because God matters. Alan Jones – former 

dean of Grace Cathedral in San Francisco – once said God is no hobby. He’s right. God is our all in all. I confess 

that -on occasion – I bring a consumer attitude to Sunday morning. When I do, I hope the Holy Spirit will prick my 

conscious and straighten me out!    

Blessings, 

Malcolm McQueen 

Senior Pastor 

600 HI RIDGE RD | PO BOX 8295, HORSESHOE BAY, TX. 78657 | CHURCH-HSB.ORG 

 Theological Education Sunday– September 16 

This year, for the fourth year, we will have a guest preacher from Austin             
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (APTS) as part of Theological Education      
Sunday – a  Sunday to highlight the importance of seminaries in the role of faith and 
for the Church. Our congregation - through the Benevolence Committee –           
provides financial assistance to APTS. The guest preacher will be Ezequiel Herrera 
from APTS and we will be blessed with the message. The guest preacher will be at 
both  services on Sept. 16. 

September 2018 



Recently while preaching I mentioned Earl and Emma 
Parks, saints, church pillars, at the first church I pastored, 
The Locker Baptist Church near San Saba, Texas. Here is 
an article I wrote about them several years ago. Christ has 
called each of us to be a channel of blessing. 



Serve and Share Fair 
Benevolence and “Worship  +  2” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall will be here soon and we will be in the mood to begin 
our new season at The Church at Horseshoe Bay.  We 
will kick off the season with the “Serve and Share Fair” to 
be held October  21, 2018 during each coffee fellowship. 
 
Church organizations and our Benevolence partners will 
be on hand to acquaint you with volunteer opportunities.  
In addition, there will be special refreshments to linger 
over.  Come and find your  “+ 2”  activity, 
 
Volunteering is good for you!  It is a way to stay connected 
to our area community, and our church community.      
Together we will grow a stronger, more active              
congregation.  Bring a friend or a neighbor and  enjoy the 
many    offerings and some special refreshments, too. 
 

“as each one has received a special gift, employ it in  
serving one another…” 

                                      1 Peter 4:10 
 

   BOOKS AND SCONES: 
Our book for discussion for September is:   

The Red Sea Rules by Robert J. Morgan.  

 We will meet on September 25th at 2:30 pm 
in the Church Library. Hope to see you there.  

Average 8:30 Attendance 83

Average 11:00 Attendance 210

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 116

August to Date YTD Actual Last YTD Actual Remaining Budget

Contributions 60,772$           657,756$          628,572$                  482,244$              

Miscellaneous Income 650$                8,120$              19,608$                    7,880$                  

Operating Expenses (46,782)$          (494,107)$         (482,287)$                (301,763)$             

Building Fund Transfers -$                 -$                  (2,167)$                    -$                      

Benevolence Giving (22,359)$          (260,692)$         (266,780)$                (99,308)$               

Net Excess/(Shortfall) (7,718)$            (88,923)$           (103,054)$                89,053$                

Financial Report and Attendance as of August 27, 2018

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

Yes, It’s time… 

For the choir to return!  Sunday, September 9 the choir will be robed and ready to sing.  

Not only have you the congregation missed them, they have missed being a part of the 

service each Sunday. 

If you are a person that wants to be part of the choir NOW is the time for you to take that step forward and join 

this wonderful group of people. On Wednesday, September 5, the choir will have an all-day  rehearsal.  It will 

begin with coffee and fellowship at 8:45 am and the first rehearsal starts at 9:00 am in the music room.  We will 

break for lunch served in the fellowship hall before resuming about 1:00 pm.  The morning session will be    

anthems to be sung this fall.  After lunch, the afternoon session will be the Christmas music for the cantata.  If 

you are interested in just the Christmas music, PLEASE come and be a part of this afternoon rehearsal. Don’t 

keep saying “I wish I was in the choir.” Now is the time for it to happen! 



Legends and Legacies 

By Jim Jorden, Church Historian/Archivist 

 

This story continues a series that looks back at some of the people and activities that changed the course of this Congre-
gation's history.  The people who spearheaded the activities were "champions" – those who have a passion for the 
work to be done and are willing to devote the necessary time and effort to make the enterprise succeed.  Ronnie 
Rudd, Church Treasurer from 2006 through 2009, is one of these champions.  Beryl Ann Owen, Membership Chair from 
2007 through 2009, is another. 

In the early 2000s, our church used a computer software system called CHURCH for management of our financial data.  
Because periodic upgrades to the software had not been purchased, access to technical support was not available.  The 
installed system was just not capable of developing the information needed by the Board of Trustees. 

When Ronnie Rudd became Treasurer in 2006, he brought with him 40 years of accounting experience with Arthur An-
dersen.  He knew that sound economic decisions require good financial data.  He recognized that CHURCH – as it exist-
ed and was used here – needed to be improved or replaced.  Johnny White mentioned the good experience that Trinity 
Baptist Church, San Antonio had had with Shelby Systems.  So, Shelby representatives were invited to a site visit to 
Horseshoe Bay to present their capabilities.  In the end, the Board of Trustees made the decision to purchase the Shelby 
System rather than upgrade CHURCH. 

Shelby was installed here in 2006.  In addition to Karen Carson, then Business Manager, Shirley Jorden, Beryl Ann     
Owen, and Sue Stacy were recruited as volunteers to enter data into the new system.  As Ronnie recently commented, 
“There were only minor issues involved in implementation, which confirmed that Shelby was a good fit for the church.” 

Here is an example of the improved efficiency provided by the new system: 

Using CHURCH, say a $1,000 contribution was received – to be divided between the Operating and Benevolence       
accounts.  To work around the limitations of CHURCH, all money was deposited in one checking account.  Then a 
check was written to and deposited in the second checking account.  Then a journal entry was made to transfer    
account balances.  All this effort substantially increased the chance of error. 

Using Shelby, all money was deposited in one checking account and the appropriate allocations made within the Shelby 
software.  Enabled by this improved efficiency, The Church at Horseshoe Bay reduced the number of its checking 
accounts from 15 to 2. 

Perhaps more importantly, Shelby provided reliable financial data that helped the Board of Trustees make sound policy 
decisions and recommendations to the Congregation.  In one specific example, Shelby-generated information brought the 
giving patterns of the membership to the attention of the Board.  And, at the 2008 annual meeting, the following state-
ment was presented to the Congregation: 

The Shelby System has about 13,000 users in its user community.  The Church at Horse-
shoe Bay receives ongoing software updates, receives technical support as needed, and 
participates in user training as needed.  The Congregation supports the office Staff in    
attending Shelby conferences, to maximize their knowledge and usage of the Shelby    
system and its financial reporting.  This has greatly benefited the Board and finance team 
in their ability to monitor the financial health of our church. 

In addition to the management of financial data, Shelby also has management capabilities 
for membership data.  Beryl Ann Owen was asked in 2006 to be part of a team of volun-
teers to help with the conversion to Shelby.  She had been involved in a similar change to 
Shelby at her former church in Houston.  The  team developed an extensive paper-and-
pencil questionnaire to be filled out by members.  There were questions regarding former 
careers, interest and hobbies, former denominations, and even blood type!  Member     
response was good and the volunteers started entering data.  This exercise also helped 
the church to clean up its membership rolls and get a more accurate count of active     
members. 

In any church congregation, the amounts given by members vary widely. People give according to their ability, per-
ceived needs of the church, other charitable organizations supported, tax planning strategies, and many other reasons. 
Our congregation is no different. Virtually all congregations have some concentration of total gifts by a disproportionate-
ly few givers. Our congregation may have an even higher amount given by a few family units than do most congrega-
tions. During 2007, giving patterns for our congregation were as follows:  
  Percentage of     Percentage of  
        Givers    Dollars Given     
       Top 11%            65%  
        Next 46%             32%  
        Next 43%              3%  

Continued on next page 

DeDe Hodge and Kena Richert 

 working in Shelby. 



Although Beryl Ann took offsite training at a Shelby school in Dallas, she soon discovered that she couldn't begin to 
teach all the features to Karen Carson, Martha Logan, and the volunteer team.  So, a Shelby trainer was brought to The 
Church at Horseshoe Bay. 

When Beryl Ann became Membership Chair in 2007, she learned that Olan Mills (provider of our 2005 Picture Directory) 
could furnish digital member photos that could be uploaded directly into Shelby.  This feature was particularly helpful to 
new Staff when trying to put a face with a name.  “The ability to access information about church members is invaluable 
to the staff and congregants. I am able to pull membership numbers, track new members, and assist members with con-
tact information at the click of a button” says DeDe Hodge, Office Manager.  

With the arrival of Kena Richert as Administrative Manager in October 2008, the potential of the Shelby System to pro-
vide accurate financial accounting records and useful data to the Board for decision making was much more fully real-
ized.  In reflecting on the value of Shelby, Kena Richert recently said, "The recordkeeping abilities of Shelby, combined 
with the data security measures the church took this year, provides our church members the assurance that your contri-
bution data is safely and accurately maintained year after year; the budget process is as thoughtful and precisely evalu-
ated as possible; and fiscal responsibility remains a top priority for our Board of Trustees." 

             WOW Wants You! 
 

The women’s ministry of the Church is called WOW– Women of the Word and our motto is: “We are the hands and feet 
of Christ for The Church.  We do what needs to be done.”  We are a service group to the Church and the WOW 
Committee is a hands-on working committee.  The committee is not a secret or exclusive group – we want YOU—this is 
your invitation.  We are not a Bible study group – most of the committee are also members of the various local Bible 
Studies (Kindred Sisters, Joy of Living etc.), but Bible study is not a part of our agenda. So, what do we do? 

We have several projects we do every year. 

 

Sunshine House -- Coordinating with the church mission supporting this worthy cause, WOW sets up the displays and 
collects the donations and get them to the Sunshine House. 

Spring Luncheon – An event for all Highland Lakes ladies (and beyond).  The luncheon features a special speaker and a 
wonderful catered lunch.   

WOW Retreat – Camp Buckner has been the beautiful place we put on a one-day event with a powerful speaker, special 
music leader, fun and fellowship.  This is open to the community and beyond as well. 

Advent Decorating – Have you ever wondered how the church makes Christmas appear so quickly?  With the help of the 
Men of Faith, the WOW Committee decorates the Crismon Tree in the sanctuary, hang wreaths, places poinsettias (and 
waters them), places the Nativity scene in the Narthex.  They prepare Advent Candles used during church and prepare 
small candles used for Christmas Eve Candle service.  They decorate the Fellowship Hall tree and the Fellowship Hall 
tables. 

Staff Christmas Luncheon and Goodie Baskets – As a thank you 
from all the church, the staff and their spouses are invited to the 
home of one of the committee members to enjoy a lovely lunch-
eon prepared by the committee.  The goodie baskets are full of 
wonderful home baked, homemade and fun items that the commit-
tee puts together. 

 

WOW jumps in wherever there is a need; a new pastor welcoming 
event, a retiring pastor’s send off, extra hands/food for funerals 
when needed.  If there is a need – that is where we are. Lest you 
think we are all work and no play – we have a catered luncheon 
for the Committee at Christmas time and we have a pot luck salad 
luncheon for the committee in the spring.   What is your responsi-
bility if you join the committee?  We meet for an 
hour on the second Tuesday of the month at 
1:00 p.m. from September through May.  That is 
our planning time and assignment time.  Show 
up, find a project that speaks to you and join 
with the other ladies making it happen.      
Questions?  Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
(210) 842-3576 and I would love to chat with 
you.   

Wendy Christesson, WOW Chairman  

LADIES SAVE THE DATE!                                      
OCTOBER 30, 2018  

WOW FALL RETREAT 

 

 
The WOW Committee is searching for 
all diamonds in the rough. We invite 
one and all to join us Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30, 2018 at Camp Buckner for a 
day of polishing our diamond designed 
hearts!    

Our special guest speaker is our own 
church member Joan Randell. Joan is 
the author of the book, Crystal Clear, 
Reflections on the Gemstones in our 
Lives. We are all diamonds in God ’s 
eyes. Now and then we need to be pol-
ished so that our reflection of Christ in 
us is the purest as women as women 
of the world.   

Stay tuned for further information.  



Sonny Schott 9/1  Jim Tyler 9/8  Mary Boshears 9/16  Karon McAlpine 9/24 

Zak Elgamal 9/1  Eileen Drake 9/8  Beverly Graham 9/16  J. T. McMahon 9/26 

Jim Browning 9/2  Lafon Pearson 9/9  Cynthia Clinesmith 9/17  Katherine Herring 9/26 

Camille Sweigart 9/2  Karen Stevens 9/9  Diane Lott 9/18  Frances Highsmith 9/26 

Bart Stephens 9/3  Carolyn McGrew 9/10  Michele Shackelford 9/18  Lonnie Wagner 9/27 

Bonnie DeAtkine 9/3  Sherry Roberts 9/11  Jamie King 9/19  George Mitchell 9/27 

Rodney Teague 9/3  Ruth Draper 9/11  Vicki Adcock 9/20  Kirk Robison 9/27 

Patty Gillean 9/3  Charlie Thornton 9/12  Sandi Becraft 9/20  Gene McAlpine 9/27 

Dick Schumacher 9/4  Dave Kithil 9/12  Tom Jones 9/20  Cort Randell 9/28 

Ken Blake 9/4  Dortha Coalter 9/12  Rebecca Nicholson 9/21  Kay Tyler 9/29 

Rosalind Grover 9/5  Louraine Robertson 9/12  Grace Weaver 9/23  Donald Eckelbarger 9/30 

Cheri Townsend 9/6  Robert Land 9/12  David Buckman 9/23  Larry Sherwood 9/30 

Susan Rantzow 9/7  Carey Woods 9/15  Tom Barker 9/23  Rita Smith 9/30 

Mark Hazelwood 9/8  Lynn Lane 9/16  Carol Brushwood 9/23  Carol Schiewitz 9/30 

Sherman & Patricia Martin 9/2 

Jim & Kay Gibert 9/3 

John & Carolyn McGrew 9/3 

Kirk & Diane Smith 9/3 

Jimmie & Elaine Hughes 9/4 

Ross & Alice Johnson 9/10 

Larry & LuLu Glass 9/14 

Don & Christine Wood 9/19 

Duane & Stacy Dressen 9/19 

Zak & Cindy Elgamal 9/21 

Dick & Susan Rantzow 9/23 

Brad & Patti Carr 9/24 

Tom & Mary Barker 9/28 

Adult Christian Education– 9:45 am Sundays 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer 

9/2   Video, “The Helmet of Salvation” 

9/9   Discussion, “The Helmet of Salvation” 

9/16 Video, “The Sword of the Spirit” 

Faith Bridge 

Good to Great by Chip Ingram 

9/2 Session 9- “Empower Great People”  

9/9 Session 10- “Develop Great Habits” 

Bible Alive 

9/2    I Corinthians 5:1-13,  

         “Bread Without Yeast” 

9/9    I Corinthians 6:1-20,  

         “Being One with the Lord” 

9/16  I Corinthians 7:1-40, “Practical  

        Observations Regarding Marriage” 

9/23  I Corinthians 8:1-13, “Exercising   

         Freedom Responsibly” 

9/30  I Corinthians 9:1-27, “Model for   

                   Leadership” 

Seekers Class 

Apostles 

9/2   “Bartholomew and Philip” 

9/9   “James, Thaddeus (Jude),  

         and Simon” 

9/16 “Judas” 

9/23 “Mary Magdalene” 

9/30  “Clash of Cultures: Jerusalem  

          and Rome” 

The Bay Bee is a new Quilting Bee that will be meeting at the church the last 

Wednesday of each month from 1:30 p.m. until 4:30p.m. in Classroom 4.  

They will be cutting up fabric, sewing it back together and making new friends. If you 
have questions or are interested in joining the Bay Bee, contact Vicki Adcock at (214) 
926-9861. Next “bee” is September 26. 

New Beginnings Class 

Topics vary weekly 



                 A Message Regarding the Alternative Worship Service Consideration 

 

One of the most important responsibilities of your Board of Trustees is to preserve the long-term health of The 

Church at Horseshoe Bay by fulfilling the mission of our church which is: 

 

“The Church at Horseshoe Bay exists to be the arms of Christ by sharing the Gospel in our community 

and the wider world with love and compassion.” 

 

The Board’s goal is very simple; continue the mission of our church by embracing the unchurched      

currently residing in our community and the next generation of retirees moving into our wonderful 

community.  If we do so, we believe our church can experience incremental growth.  Incremental growth will 

help keep our church spiritually and financially healthy. 

 

One of the key potential threats to achieving that goal is the possibility of a slow decline in our membership 

due to members leaving our congregation to be closer to relatives or joining our Lord in heaven.  While this has 

existed for many years, what has changed is the demographics of the next generation of retirees who may not 

have been raised in a traditional church setting.  Many come from churches with contemporary worship styles.  

For those who do, adding a more contemporary style service would welcome new retirees right here in    

Horseshoe Bay and connect with our community in a meaningful way.  Additionally, it will be more aligned with 

the needs of the unchurched who might feel they “don’t belong” in a liturgical service. 

 

We are in no way, shape or form intending to abandon our efforts to grow our church through adding members 

who prefer a traditional style of worship.  It is contemplated that the new service will be an additional service at 

a time to be determined.  Currently the Board is exploring alternative service times for the additional service 

that will not disrupt our current Sunday morning schedule.  This new service will not replace the current    

11:00 am traditional service. 

 

Please continue to pray for our Lord’s guidance. 

Church History books are still 

available for purchase in the Church    

office and in the Narthex on Sundays for 

$5.  Contact the office if you would like us 

to send you a copy! 830-598-8390 

GOD-SPEED 

 

Over the summer, some of our CHSB members have moved to new loca-

tions or will be within the month. We wish God-speed and God’s blessings 

to the following: 

Bill & Gwen Sweet, Barbara Berg, Ted Odmark and  

June & Jack Sargant                       Lala Jackson  

1100 Grand Boulevard, Apt. 113      800 Morningside Dr. G119 

Boerne, Tx. 78006                            Fullertin, CA 92835 

                              Dorothy Crocket 

                              Senior Care of West Oaks #303 

                              3200 W. Slaughter Lane 

                              Austin, Tx. 78748 

 

If you are aware of someone who has moved, please contact the church 
office so that we can update the information on file. 830-598-8390 
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                Chairperson 

             Jerry Clinesmith 

             Vice-Chairperson 

               Bob Thomas 

                  Treasurer 

              Ruth Newman 

              Asst.Treasurer 

              Linda Wilson 

             Corp. Secretary 

 
         Frances Highsmith,  

 David Rose, Sally Stromgren, 

 Ann Higdon, Ronda Rodman, 

          Norman Homburg,  

   Jim Hower, Lee Peterson, 

   Bobbie Walker, Andy Burk, 

   Eddie Greer, Ken Lindgren 

Church Staff 

Malcolm McQueen         John Duncan                  Garry Kesler                    

     Senior Pastor                  Co-Pastor                 Minister of Music           

 

Kena Richert                   DeDe Hodge                   Sue Martini 

Bus. Administrator            Office Manager                     Nursery 

 

Amy Childress               Michael Pittard             Shell Reynolds                                                            

       Pianist                           Custodian                      Maintenance                                                

Visit our website at: 

www.church-hsb.org 

Like us on Facebook  

Sermons available on the 

Church website 

      The Church at Horseshoe Bay                         830-598-8390   

                church-hsb.org                                 info@church-hsb.org 

Save the 

Date 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10 @ 7:00 P.M. 

Joseph Martin Concert 

(Composer, Arranger, Pianist ) 

The Church at HSB Sanctuary– Free Concert! 

CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

As an FYI, the church 

office will be closed on 

Monday, September 3, 

2018 for the Labor Day 

holiday. 

Celebration Worship Series 

8:30 am and 11 am 

• September 2 

• September 30 

• October 21 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay 

   “...the arms of Christ in our time and place…” 

 600 Hi Ridge Rd. 

PO Box 8295 

Horseshoe Bay, Tx. 78657 


